
What Treats What?  

A practical guide for selecting the proper inoculant

There are many different species of rhizobia.  It is important to note that rhizobia 

are legume specific.  For example, soybean inoculant (Bradyrhizobium 

japonicum ) does not treat dry beans, which requires a different species 

(Rhizobium leguminosarum  biovar phaseoli ).  Listed are the species of rhizobia 

and the legumes they nodulate.



Alfalfa California bur-clover Snail bur-clover Yellow alfalfa

Bitter clover (sour) Fenugreek Spotted bur-clover Yellow sweetclover

Black medic Hubam sweetclover Tifton bur-clover

Button clover Little bur-clover Tubercle bur-clover

Alsike clover Carolina clover Ladino Red clover

Ball clover Cluster clover Large hop clover Seaside clover

Berseem clover Crimson clover Persian clover Small hop clover

Bigflower clover Hop clover Puff clover White clover

Carolina clover Hungarian clover Rabbitfoot clover Zigzag clover

Treats:  

True Clovers

Birdsfoot Trefoil

Rhizobium loti

Treats:  

Common Birdsfoot Trefoil

All Broadleaf varieties

All Narrowleaf varieties

What Treats What?

Alfalfa & Clovers Combination

Sinorhizobium meliloti & Rhizobium leguminosarum biovar trifolii

Treats:  All species listed in both the Alfalfa/Sweet Clover and in the True Clover groups.

Treats:

Specific Groups of Rhizobia

Soybean

Bradyrhizobium japonicum

Treats:  All varieties of soybeans:Glycine max: Glycine soja

Rhizobium leguminosarum biovar trifolii

Alfalfa/Sweet Clovers

Sinorhizobium  meliloti

Continued on next page



Acacia Cowpea Mung bean Sunn crotalaria

Adzuki bean Desmodium  sp. Patridge Pea Tepary Bean

Alyce clover Hairy indigo Peanut Velvet bean

Asparagus-bean Jointvetch (aeshynomene) Pigeon pea Wild indigo

Black Eyed Peas Jackbean Sericea lespedeza Winged bean

Centrosema Korean lespedeza Siratro Winged crotalaria

Common lespedeza Kudzu Slender bushclover

Austrian winter pea Field pea Lentil Rough pea

Common vetch Flat pea Manantha vetch Sweet pea

Chickling Vetch Garden pea Narrowleaf vetch Tangier pea

Faba bean Hairy vetch Purple vetch Trapper pea

Black Beans Garden or String beans Navy Beans Scarlet Runner beans

Cranberry Beans Great Northern Beans Pink Beans Snap Beans

Field/canning beans Kidney Beans Pinto Beans Wax Beans

 Continued on next page

Rhizobium leguminosarum bv viceae

Treats:  

Dry and Snap Beans

Rhizobium leguminosarum biovar phaseoli

Cowpea, Peanut and Lespedeza

Bradyrhizobium spp. 

Treats:  

Peas, Vetches, Lentils and Faba Beans

Treats:  

What Treats What? Continued


